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With the recent development of innovative medical technology, the market entry
of high-priced drugs, such as Kymriah, Zolgensma, and Luxturna injections, is
increasing. Accordingly, there is a growing need to effectively manage benefits
by reviewing the characteristics of drugs, significant adverse reactions, and
treatment effects in advance through horizon scanning. This study conducts a
literature review of the status and methodology of domestic and foreign horizon
scanning and proposes horizon scanning methods for pharmaceutical benefits
management. The review results indicate that horizon scanning in Europe had
different operational plans, such as the scope and duration of the search by
country. However, the implementation typically aimed to reflect horizon scanning
in policy decisions, such as determining benefits directions or establishing a
regulatory agency management plan. Meanwhile, the results of horizon scanning
in the United States and Korea were provided as reference materials to major
stakeholders rather than directly reflecting them in the policy. Although listing
high-priced drugs with uncertain long-term treatment effects and financial impact
is expected to increase, periodic horizon scanning activities for pharmaceutical
benefits management have not been conducted in Korea. Therefore, as a horizon
scanning procedure for pharmaceutical benefits management, this study proposes
the following four steps, namely, (step 1) define target indications and drug
efficacy groups; (step 2) establish the purpose of horizon scanning; (step 3) review
the extant literature; (step 4) summarize and discuss the results; (step 5) deliberate
potential decision-making.

Keywords: Horizon scanning; Emerging therapeutics; Insurance, pharmaceutical
services; Pharmaceutical policy; Decision support systems
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